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Abstract 
This study aims to analyze the effectiveness of pop-up book media in supporting speaking 
skills development as part of literacy enhancement among elementary school students. 
Through a Systematic Literature Review (SLR) approach, this review examined 15 
accredited journal articles published between 2019 and 2024. The selected studies 
highlight recurring challenges in literacy implementation, such as limited infrastructure, low 
student motivation, lack of teacher innovation, and minimal parental involvement. Findings 
indicate that pop-up book media significantly contribute to improving students' vocabulary, 
sentence structure, public speaking confidence, and storytelling abilities. Additionally, this 
medium supports character building, including cooperation and self-confidence, and can be 
adapted across various age groups and grade levels. The integration of local wisdom and 
cultural content also enhances students’ engagement and comprehension. Compared to 
other media, pop-up books offer a unique advantage through their three-dimensional and 
interactive features, increasing students' motivation and interest in learning. However, no 
statistical meta-analysis was conducted, which limits the generalizability of the findings. 
Overall, pop-up books are an effective, engaging, and flexible tool for promoting speaking 
skills and character education in elementary schools. 

 

 
INTRODUCTION 

Language has an important role in developing students' social and emotional knowledge, so 

that it can be used as a support for success in a subject (Sukma et al., 2023) One of the skills in 

Indonesian that students need to master is speaking skills. Speaking skills are one of the fundamental 

aspects of children's language development, especially in grade 1 of elementary school. According to 

Tulak et al. (2023), speaking skills not only play a role in daily communication, but also serve as a 

basis for understanding subject matter and social interaction. Students who are able to speak well 

tend to be more confident and active in the learning process. This is in line with the opinion (Amalia et 

al., 2021) that speaking skills are the foundation for developing students' literacy and character skills. 

Therefore, the development of early speaking skills is essential to support students' academic and 

social success. 

In Indonesian learning activities, the material delivered by teachers is expected to be able to 

increase curiosity, so that students can activate affective, cognitive, and psychomotor coordination 

(Sarifah et al., 2022). However, many elementary school grade 1 students still have difficulty 

expressing students' thoughts and feelings verbally. Students' low speaking skills are often caused by 

a lack of interesting learning media and monotonous learning methods (Putra, 2024). Educational 

media has a big meaning that can directly affect motivation, attention, interest, and can visualize 
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something abstract so as to help students learn (Fadilah et al., 2022). In addition, Santika and 

Nasution (2021) added that elementary school 1st grade students need visual and interactive learning 

media to stimulate students' interest in speaking. Without the support of the media and the right 

methods, students tend to be passive and less motivated to participate in speaking activities. 

Therefore, innovation in learning is needed to overcome these challenges. Furthermore, Rani et al. 

(2024) emphasized that speaking skills are not only related to linguistic abilities, but also contribute to 

the formation of students' character, such as confidence and courage. Students who are trained to 

speak in public tend to be better prepared to face future challenges (Sukma et al., 2023). In this 

context, learning speaking skills must be designed creatively and fun so that students feel comfortable 

and motivated (Solihin et al., 2024; Tulak et al., 2023) Thus, the development of effective media and 

learning methods is the main key in improving students' speaking skills. 

Learning speaking skills at the elementary school level, especially grade 1 elementary school, 

often faces various challenges. According to Sholihah (2020), conventional learning methods that are 

one-way and less interactive make students tend to be passive and less interested in talking. This is 

exacerbated by the limitations of creative learning media, so that students find it difficult to express 

themselves verbally. Larasayu & Subrata (2019) also emphasized that the lack of variety in learning 

methods can hinder the development of students' speaking skills. Methods in learning can meet the 

needs of students in obtaining deep and meaningful learning for their lives (Sarifah et al., 2022). 

Therefore, a more innovative and engaging approach is needed to address the problem of students 

whose speaking skills are low. 

Among the factors that can be the reason for students' low speaking skills is the lack of 

confidence in speaking activities (Amalia et al., 2021). The same thing was expressed by Hanum & 

Subrata (2021) stating that low student confidence is one of the main inhibiting factors in learning 

speaking skills. Students often feel afraid or embarrassed to speak in front of their peers, especially if 

students are not used to formal speaking activities. Rambung et al. (2023) added that lack of literacy 

and vocabulary mastery is also a significant obstacle that is a challenge for individuals. Without the 

support of the media and the right methods, students will have difficulty developing students' 

speaking skills (Lestyono et al., 2024). Therefore, teachers need to create a learning environment that 

is supportive and provides opportunities for students to practice speaking gradually. 

Learning media has a very important role in the educational process, especially in improving 

students' speaking skills. According to Solihin & Rahmawati (2024), interesting and interactive learning 

media can stimulate students' interest in being active in learning. Pop-up books as a type of learning 

media have an attractive three-dimensional design, so that they can increase students' attention and 

motivation in learning. This is in line with research by Nabila et al. (2021), which showed that the use  

of digital literacy-based pop-up book media  can significantly improve the speaking skills of low-grade 

students. In addition, Wulan & Astutik (2023) also found that Pop-up book media  is effective in 

improving the speaking skills of low-grade students in elementary school. This improvement in 

speaking skills does not only occur in low-grade students, but also in high-grade students. Marselina 

et al. (2022) reported that the application of Pop-up book media in Indonesian learning was effective 

in improving the speaking skills of grade IV students. In addition, Khatimah & Bahri (2023) found that 

the use of Pop-up book media can increase students' learning activities. This improvement in learning 

activities includes visual, oral, mental, and emotional aspects of students. Thus, Pop-up book media  

can be an effective tool in improving students' speaking skills in elementary school. However, limited 

studies have explored this potential from a broader educational perspective or across international 

contexts. 

To address these gaps, this study applies a Systematic Literature Review (SLR) to analyze and 

synthesize current findings on the use of pop-up books for speaking skill development. This research 

with a systematic approach will make a new contribution in the form of a comprehensive and 

integrated picture of the state of the field. An in-depth study was conducted to photograph the 

success of Pop-up book media  in learning speaking skills and the actions taken as solutions. This 
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research leads to the identification of good practices that can be used as a reference in designing new 

ideas related to implementation. Thus, this research is expected to have a good impact on education 

control holders in order to start, improve, or improve literacy support activity programs. 

 

METHODS 

This study employs a Systematic Literature Review (SLR) approach, using data sourced from 

scientific journal literature relevant to the research topic. SLR is a structured method aimed at 

collecting, critically reviewing, and synthesizing findings from previous studies to gain in-depth insights 

(Athifah et al., 2024). The researcher systematically identified, reviewed, evaluated, and interpreted 

research findings based on a defined sequence. These steps are essential to ensure the reliability and 

validity of the conclusions drawn from the literature. The SLR process begins with formulating 

research questions and selecting appropriate keywords for literature searches. This stage helps 

establish the direction of the review and ensures that all sources align with the research objectives. 

Through this method, the study builds a strong theoretical foundation and contributes to a deeper 

understanding of the topic. 

The second phase involves a comprehensive review and screening of selected journal articles. 

The researcher determines specific inclusion and exclusion criteria to ensure the relevance and quality 

of the sources used. Only studies that directly address the application of pop-up books in speaking 

skill development at the elementary level are considered. During this phase, irrelevant, duplicate, or 

low-quality sources are excluded to maintain the integrity of the review. This filtering process allows 

the researcher to focus on the most significant and credible findings. Additionally, data extraction is 

conducted to capture key results, methodologies, and conclusions from each selected study. This 

structured approach ensures that only relevant and high-impact research contributes to the overall 

analysis. 

The final stage of the SLR involves interpreting the extracted data and reporting the findings. At 

this point, the researcher analyzes the collected data to identify patterns, challenges, and educational 

implications. The goal is to summarize and synthesize the evidence regarding the effectiveness of 

pop-up book media in enhancing elementary students' speaking skills. This includes improvements in 

vocabulary acquisition, speaking fluency, and sentence construction. The findings also highlight how 

pop-up books can foster student engagement and creativity in the learning process. Furthermore, the 

review presents an overview of existing barriers and potential solutions in implementing speaking-

based literacy activities. Through these structured steps, the researcher provides a comprehensive 

overview that informs future practices and research directions. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

Analysis Results 

As previously explained, this study follows four key stages in the Systematic Literature Review 

(SLR) process: identification, review, evaluation, and interpretation. In the identification stage, the 

research question formulated focused on identifying the various challenges and obstacles in the 

implementation of literacy activities. The keyword used for the literature search was "Challenges in 

the implementation of literacy activities", which was applied to locate relevant articles through Google 

Scholar. During the review stage, the researcher established specific criteria for selecting articles, 

focusing solely on those discussing literacy problems at the elementary school level. Only articles 

published within the last five years (from 2019 to 2024) were considered. In the evaluation stage, the 

researcher assessed the quality of each article, selecting only those published in accredited academic 

journals. This process resulted in the identification of 15 relevant articles that met all selection criteria. 

These articles were then coded from A1 to A15 to facilitate the analysis process. 

The interpretation stage involved analyzing and reporting the data obtained from the selected 

literature. Each article, coded from A1 to A15, provided insights into the common challenges faced in 

implementing literacy activities in elementary schools. These issues primarily stem from the school 
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environment, which serves as the main setting for literacy development. Based on the synthesis of the 

15 articles, several recurring problems were identified: (1) Lack of adequate infrastructure and 

facilities to support literacy activities; (2) Low reading interest among students; (3) Limited 

involvement of literacy facilitators within the school; (4) Insufficient innovation among teachers in 

utilizing literacy learning media; and (5) Inadequate parental support. These findings highlight the 

multifaceted nature of the obstacles faced in promoting literacy skills at the elementary level. 

Understanding these issues is essential for designing effective interventions to support literacy 

development in young learners. 

 

Table 1. Selected Articles 

Code Author(s) 
and Year 

Title of the Article Study Design Sample 

A1 (Nasution, 
2024) 

Development of Pop-up Book Media to Improve 
Storytelling Skills of Children Aged 5–6 in 
Kindergarten 

R&D (ADDIE 
Model) 

Kindergarten 
children 

A2 (Puspita & 
Setyaningtyas, 
2022) 

Development of Local Wisdom-Based Pop-up Book 
Media to Strengthen Character Education of 
Cooperation 

R&D Elementary 
school students 

A3 (Ain, 2024) Development of Pop-up Book Media to Improve 
Speaking Skills of Grade III Students at SD Negeri 
Tangerang 

R&D Grade 3 
students 

A4 (Yusron et al., 
2020) 

The Effect of Digital Literacy-Based Pop-up Book 
Media on Speaking Skills of Lower-Grade Students 

Quasi-
experiment 

Lower-grade 
elementary 
students 

A5 (Aliyah & 
Istiqfaroh, 
2022) 

Development of Flip Book Media in Indonesian 
Language Learning on Fables for Grade IV 
Elementary Students 

R&D Grade 4 
students 

A6 (Munawwarah 
et al., 2023) 

Development of Pop-up Book Media to Improve 
Storytelling Skills of Grade 2 Students 

R&D Grade 2 
students 

A7 (Murniati & 

Anitra, 2019) 

Pop-up Book Media as a Tool to Improve Students’ 

Speaking Skills 

Action 

research 

Elementary 

school students 

A8 (Oktafiani et 
al., 2023) 

Development of Pop-up Book Media to Optimize 
Language Proficiency in Elementary School 

R&D Elementary 
school students 

A9 (Haribansah & 
Sukardi, 2024) 

Development of Pop-up Book Media to Improve 
Retelling Skills of Grade V Students 

R&D Grade 5 
students 

A10 (Febriani et 
al., 2023) 

Development of Pop-up Book Media to Enhance 
Early Reading Ability in Young Children 

R&D Young children 
(early grade) 

A11 (Afiif, 2021) Application of Picture-Based Pop-up Book Media to 
Develop Letter Recognition in Young Children 

Classroom 
experiment 

Preschool 
children 

A12 (Izzah & 
Setiawan, 
2023) 

Use of Pop-up Book Media as an Enjoyable Home 
Learning Tool in Lower-Grade Elementary 
Education 

Qualitative 
case study 

Lower-grade 
students 

A13 (Dewanti et 
al., 2018) 

Development of Pop-up Book Media for Teaching 
"My Environment" in Grade IV at SDN Pakunden 

R&D Grade 4 
students 

A14 (Ulfa & 
Nasryah, 
2020) 

Development of Pop-up Book Learning Media to 
Improve Confidence and Learning Motivation of 
Grade IV Students 

R&D Grade 4 
students 

A15 (Yufrizal et al., 
2024) 

Use of Pop-up Book Media to Increase Reading 
Interest Among Grade II Students at SD Negeri 
Malaka 

Mixed methods Grade 2 
students 

 

Based on the results of a systematic review of 15 articles analyzed, the Pop-up book media  

shows a significant contribution in optimizing the speaking skills of elementary school students, 

especially in the context of Indonesian learning. The following discussion is arranged based on the 

main findings of each article reviewed: (1). The effectiveness  of pop-up books on speaking skills. 

Most of the articles (A1, A3, A4, A6, A7, A8, A9) consistently show that the use  of Pop-up books is 

directly capable of improving students' speaking skills. This media stimulates students to: a). Develop 

vocabulary; b). Arrange sentences in a sequential manner; c). Dare to speak in public; d). Conveying 
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stories based on visual illustrations in a concise and expressive manner. (2). Character development 

and self-confidence. Several studies (A2, A11, A14) underline that in addition to the language aspect, 

the use  of Pop-up books also contributes to fostering positive character and confidence. Through an 

engaging visual approach and interactive storytelling experiences, students are encouraged to actively 

and boldly express their ideas. (3). Support for Cultural Context and Local Materials. Articles like A2 

and A13 highlight the importance of local wisdom in Pop-up book content. The preparation of 

materials based on local culture not only strengthens students' identities, but also makes it easier for 

them to understand and convey stories with a context close to their lives. (4). Age Range and Class 

Level. This study covers the age range from early childhood to grade V elementary school students. 

The results show that the Pop-up book media  can be adapted for various grade levels, with 

customized content development. For example: (a). A1 and A10 examined children aged 5–6 years; 

(b). A3, A4, A6, and A9 examined elementary and middle school students. (5). Merger with Other 

Media. Article A5 discusses  flip book media  which is also visual-based, but shows that Pop-up book 

media is  superior in building interactivity because of its three-dimensional nature. This shows that the 

visual and tactile (tactile) aspects of pop-up media  provide their own advantages in learning. (6). 

Motivation and Interest in Learning. Several articles (A12, A14, A15) state that Pop-up books are able 

to increase students' interest and motivation to learn because of their attractive, colorful, and movable 

shape. This is especially important for the learning of elementary students, who tend to favor a visual 

approach and play while learning. 

Based on the results, it can be concluded that Pop-up book media  is very effective for: (a). 

Improving the speaking skills of elementary school students. (b). Helping to strengthen character, 

such as confidence and mutual cooperation. (c). Increase motivation and interest in learning through 

visual and interactive approaches. (d). Suitable for various age levels of children, with content 

adjustments. The use of Pop-up books as a learning medium is not only beneficial for language 

aspects, but also in character development and fun learning approaches. This media is able to 

stimulate oral communication skills, enrich vocabulary, and encourage students' courage to speak in 

public. In addition, Pop-up books also contribute to increasing confidence, motivation to learn, and 

instilling character values such as mutual cooperation and confidence. 

 

Discussion 

The use of pop-up book media in elementary school learning has been proven to be effective in 

improving students' speaking skills. This media encourages students to develop vocabulary and 

compose sentences in a sequential manner. Children become more confident in telling stories orally in 

front of the class (Irawana & Desyandri, 2019). Storytelling activities using pop-up books allow 

students to relate between images and oral narratives. This makes the delivery of ideas more 

structured and expressive (Munawwarah et al., 2023). Pop-up books also help students understand 

the sequence of events in the story. Oral communication skills become stronger as students get used 

to telling stories with logical flows. Therefore, this medium is relevant for developing students' 

speaking skills from an early age. 

In addition to improving language skills, pop-up books also contribute to the development of 

students' characters. Values such as mutual cooperation and cooperation can be instilled through 

stories based on local wisdom (Puspita & Setyaningtyas, 2022). Students become more active and 

confident in participating in learning (Rahayu et al., 2020). This medium provides a pleasant learning 

experience and eliminates the fear of speaking. Visualization of interesting stories encourages 

students to be more courageous in expressing their opinions. This process reinforces a sense of 

responsibility and participation in the group. In addition, pop-up books also introduce letters and 

symbols in an interesting way for early childhood (Febriani et al., 2023). Learning activities become 

more emotionally and socially meaningful. 

Learning content associated with local culture reinforces students' identities. Stories that are 

close to daily life make it easier for students to understand the content of the material (Solihin & 
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Rahmawati, 2024). Local culture-based materials help students feel ownership of the stories being 

told. Visualization of cultural values makes students more interested and easy to remember the 

content of the story. The integration of local culture also instills national values from an early age. 

Students are more active when stories reflect their own environment (Evendi et al., 2023). The use of 

contextual stories makes speaking skills more natural. Therefore, it is important to develop culturally 

relevant literacy media. 

Pop-up books can also be used in various age levels and classes. This media is flexible for early 

childhood to grade V elementary school students (Haribansah & Sukardi, 2024). The results of the 

study show that various age groups respond positively to this media. Students are more enthusiastic 

and actively involved in the learning process (Fajariyah & Hanik, 2024). Early reading ability has also 

increased significantly (Rahman, 2021). For optimal results, content must be tailored to the student's 

cognitive development. With content modification, a single medium can be used at different grade 

levels. Pop-up books provide inclusive and applicative learning solutions. Compared to flip books, pop-

up media has an advantage in terms of interactivity. The three-dimensional nature of pop-up books 

stimulates students' senses of sight and touch simultaneously (Oktafiani et al., 2023). This creates a 

multisensory and enjoyable learning experience. Students not only see, but also touch and move parts 

of the story. The learning process becomes more immersive and memorable. This interactivity helps 

with the understanding of the plot and characters in the story. Teachers can also integrate pop-up 

books in thematic and project-based learning. Thus, this media increases the effectiveness and variety 

of learning in the classroom. 

Motivation to learn increases when students use pop-up books as an aid. Attractive visuals and 

movable elements foster  curiosity (Thaariq & Karima, 2023). The learning atmosphere becomes more 

relaxed and fun. The play-based approach fits perfectly with the characteristics of elementary school 

students. When they feel happy, students absorb the material more easily. Pop-up books are also 

effective for learning at home (Nabila et al., 2021). Students become more active and consistent in 

learning. Interest in reading also increased significantly after the use of this medium. In learning 

practice, pop-up books allow teachers to apply various creative strategies. This media can be used to 

tell stories, discuss, and develop class projects. Students can also be involved in making pop-up books 

independently. This encourages creativity and knowledge construction. This process makes students 

not only recipients of information, but also producers of knowledge. Teachers can use it as a 

formative assessment tool such as composing stories or assessing speaking skills. Group activities with 

this media also strengthen collaborative learning. Thus, pop-up books enrich learning methods and 

approaches. 

Pop-up book media is not only a visual aid, but also a means of character development and 

social-emotional for students. Engaging and interactive stories stimulate understanding and reinforce 

positive values. Communication, collaboration, and creativity skills develop through the continuous use 

of these media. With appropriate content development, this medium can be adapted to the needs of 

various educational contexts (Tanto et al., 2024). Teachers are also required to be creative in 

planning and implementing it in the classroom. Teacher training in developing pop-up books needs to 

be improved. This is important to ensure the effectiveness and continuity of media in learning. Pop-up 

books are innovative tools that support holistic learning in elementary schools. Based on the results of 

various studies, pop-up books have been proven to be effective in improving students' literacy and 

character at the elementary level. This media helps students speak more confidently, actively, and in a 

structured  manner (Yusron et al., 2020). In addition, this media increases learning motivation and 

reading interest (Marselina et al., 2022). Visual and tactile interactivity reinforces the appeal of 

learning. This media is suitable for use at various levels with adjustments to the content of the story. 

Local culture integrated in stories enriches students' learning experiences. Pop-up books also support 

the development of 21st century skills such as communication and collaboration. Therefore, this 

media has great potential as part of the national literacy strategy. Proper implementation will 

strengthen the role of teachers and improve the quality of learning in elementary schools. 
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CONCLUSION 

Based on the results of the analysis of 15 articles that were systematically reviewed, it can be 

concluded that pop-up book media significantly contributes to literacy learning at the elementary 

school level, especially in improving students' speaking skills. This media not only helps students 

construct sentences systematically and enrich vocabulary, but also encourages them to be more 

confident in public speaking. In addition to the linguistic aspect, pop-up books have been proven to 

support the formation of positive characters such as mutual cooperation, courage, and confidence 

through visual and interactive approaches. The advantages of this media are also seen in its ability to 

adapt to various age levels of students and be flexible in the context of local culture. Compared to 

other media such as flip books, pop-up books provide a more engaging learning experience because 

they involve students' visual, tactile, and emotional engagement. Furthermore, the use of pop-up 

books also significantly increases students' interest and motivation to learn, making them an effective 

alternative learning medium in the classroom. With the right content development, pop-up books are 

able to support a meaningful and fun learning process. 

However, this study has several limitations. The review is limited to Indonesian-language 

publications and primarily domestic contexts, which may restrict the generalizability of the findings to 

broader, international settings. Moreover, the analysis does not include meta-analytic statistical 

synthesis, which could provide stronger evidence of effect sizes. Therefore, the use of this media is 

worthy of continuing to be developed and supported in an effort to improve the quality of literacy 

education at the elementary school level. Future research should explore international applications of 

pop-up book media, include quantitative meta-analysis, and examine long-term impacts on students’ 

speaking and character development. 
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