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Abstract 
This qualitative descriptive study aims to explore the embodiment of local character values 
through Remo dance extracurricular activities at SDN Wonokusumo I/40 Surabaya. As a 
traditional East Javanese dance rich in philosophical and cultural elements, Remo dance 
serves as an effective pedagogical tool for character education at the primary level. Data 
were obtained through observation, interviews, and documentation, involving school 
principals, dance teachers, coaches, and students as key informants. The study applied 
triangulation of sources and techniques to ensure data validity and reliability. The findings 
indicate that Remo dance extracurricular activities significantly contribute to the 
development of students’ character values, including discipline, responsibility, self-
confidence, cooperation, and cultural appreciation. Students actively engaged in the 
learning process demonstrated not only technical mastery of the dance but also 
internalized moral and social values inherent in the practice. Participation in dance 
practices and public performances fostered emotional expression, respect for tradition, and 
a sense of collective pride among learners. Furthermore, the study reveals that the 
integration of local cultural content through extracurricular activities enhances contextual 
learning, aligns with the Merdeka Curriculum, and supports national education goals in 
Indonesia. Despite challenges such as limited resources and time constraints, the 
commitment of educators and students sustained the continuity and quality of the 
program. This research highlights the relevance of utilizing traditional arts like Remo dance 
in educational settings as a culturally responsive approach to character building. It 
encourages schools to incorporate local wisdom in extracurricular activities to strengthen 
students’ identity and national cultural values. The study recommends expanding similar 
programs in other schools to promote cultural sustainability and character development 
holistically. 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 

The rapid development of the times requires people, including the younger generation, to be 

able to compete in various aspects of life. In this context, education plays a central role in shaping 

children's character and personality from an early age. Education should not only be oriented towards 

academic achievement, but should also include the development of moral, social, and cultural values 

that are relevant to the context of daily life (Sipuan et al., 2022). One approach that can be done is 

through character education that is integrated into various forms of school activities, including 

extracurricular activities. At the elementary school level, the phase of child development that is in the 

golden age is the right time to systematically instill character values (Kurniawan, 2021). Through a 

holistic and fun approach, character education can shape students' personalities to be more integrity. 

In this case, traditional dance has the potential to be an effective medium for character learning. 
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Dance not only trains physical and aesthetics, but also builds cultural awareness and positive social 

attitudes (Muzakkir, 2021). 

Remo dance as part of East Java's cultural heritage has noble values that can be internalized in 

students. This dance not only displays the beauty of gestures, but is also full of philosophical 

meanings and moral values related to discipline, cooperation, responsibility, and love for the 

homeland (Indrawati & Salsabilah, 2021). SDN Wonokusumo I/40 Surabaya is one of the elementary 

schools that integrates Remo Dance in its extracurricular activities as part of character education. The 

use of Remo Dance in elementary education is a form of cultural preservation strategy that is also a 

means of character education based on local wisdom values. This is in line with Law No. 5 of 2017 

concerning the Advancement of Culture which emphasizes the importance of preserving and 

developing regional culture through education. In its implementation, this extracurricular activity not 

only improves students' artistic abilities, but also shapes their personalities through the values 

contained in the movements and philosophy of Remo Dance. The introduction of local culture to 

students is expected to be able to foster a sense of belonging and pride in the culture of their nation. 

Therefore, it is important to examine more deeply how character values can be instilled through 

traditional art. 

The Remo dance has distinctive characteristics from various regions in East Java, such as the 

Surabayaan, Jombangan, and Malangan styles. This variation enriches the aesthetic and educational 

value of the Remo Dance itself, which can be used as a pedagogical approach in the formation of 

students' characters. In the context of character education, the diversity of dance styles also reflects 

the value of tolerance, cultural diversity, and appreciation for differences that need to be introduced 

to students from an early  age (Andari & Sayoga, 2023). In addition, the Remo Dance, which was 

originally long, has now been adjusted to be shorter for educational purposes, so that it is easier to 

apply in schools. This simplification does not eliminate the character values contained in it. Dance 

activities carried out in groups also teach students the value of cooperation, responsibility, and mutual 

cooperation. Thus, Remo Dance extracurricular activities can be a contextual and applicative character 

education medium. Moreover, children tend to understand values more easily through direct 

experience than through verbal learning alone (Putri & Winarko, 2021). 

In the implementation of Remo Dance extracurricular activities at SDN Wonokusumo I/40 

Surabaya, it was found that students not only developed dance skills, but also experienced positive 

character development. Values such as discipline, confidence, perseverance, and love of local culture 

are instilled through a fun and interactive learning process. This activity also supports students in 

understanding the importance of preserving culture as part of the nation's identity. Dance teachers 

and coaches play an important role in instilling these values through example, guidance, and effective 

communication (Hartanti & Ramlah, 2021). In addition, this activity is also a space for students to 

form and express their cultural identity. In the context of globalization that erodes local values, the 

introduction of regional culture such as the Remo Dance is very important to strengthen the nation's 

identity. Traditional art education not only fosters aesthetics, but also social values that strengthen 

cohesion between individuals in society. Therefore, Remo Dance extracurriculars need to receive more 

attention in the context of curriculum development based on local wisdom. 

However, the implementation of extracurricular activities is inseparable from various challenges. 

Several obstacles such as limited time, inadequate training facilities, and lack of attention from some 

parents are inhibiting factors that need to be overcome. However, the support of schools, teachers, 

and the local community is a very important supporting factor in the success of this program. 

Evaluation of Remo Dance extracurricular activities is carried out through direct observation, student 

reflection, and character competency achievements as seen from students' attitudes and behaviors 

(Indrawati & Salsabilah, 2021). This shows that traditional art activities are not only recreative, but 

also educational, reflective, and character-building. In addition, this activity is an effective means to 

instill Pancasila values, especially in the aspects of mutual cooperation, love for the homeland, and 

respect for differences. Therefore, a systematic and sustainable approach is needed in integrating 
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traditional dance arts into the education system. This research is relevant to see the extent to which 

Remo Dance activities are able to shape the character of students as a whole. 

Based on this description, this study aims to describe the character values contained in the 

extracurricular activities of Remo Dance at SDN Wonokusumo I/40 Surabaya. This study also analyzes 

how the application of character values in the dance training process, as well as the supporting and 

inhibiting factors that influence it. In addition, an evaluation of the implementation of Remo Dance 

extracurricular activities was carried out to determine the effectiveness of this activity as a medium for 

character education. The method used is a descriptive qualitative approach with data collection 

techniques through observation, interviews, and documentation. Data analysis is carried out through 

data reduction, data presentation, and conclusion drawn. The validity of the data is obtained through 

triangulation and validity check by experts. The results of this research are expected to contribute to 

the development of local culture-based character education in elementary schools. Thus, Remo Dance 

extracurricular activities can be used as a relevant and contextual character learning model in 21st 

century education. 

 

METHODS 

This study uses a descriptive qualitative approach that aims to explore and understand in depth 

the phenomena that occur in the field, especially related to local character values reflected in the 

Remo dance extracurricular activities at SDN Wonokusumo I/40 Surabaya. This approach was chosen 

because it is suitable for revealing social realities naturally and contextually, and allows researchers to 

comprehensively describe the implementation of activities. Qualitative research also allows 

researchers to capture the meaning, perspective, and experiences of informants in a whole context. 

The data in this study was obtained through primary and secondary sources. Primary data sources 

include in-depth interviews with school principals, dance teachers, extracurricular coaches, and 

students who participated in Remo dance activities. Meanwhile, secondary data is obtained from 

documentation in the form of photos, videos, school archives, and other related documents. The data 

collection techniques used included participatory observation, semi-structured interviews, and 

documentation. The validity of the data is maintained through triangulation of sources and techniques, 

as well as member checks to verify the authenticity and correctness of the data obtained. Data 

analysis is carried out descriptively through the stages of data reduction, data presentation, and 

conclusion drawing and verification. Data reduction aims to filter relevant information that is relevant 

to the focus of the research, then classify it in specific themes for ease of interpretation. Furthermore, 

the data is presented systematically so that researchers can draw conclusions based on findings in the 

field. To ensure the validity of the research results, triangulation techniques and data re-examination 

were used to inform informants to ensure that the data produced truly reflected the reality being 

studied. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

Research Findings 

1. Overview of Remo Dance Extracurricular Activities at SDN Wonokusumo I/40 Surabaya 

The Remo dance extracurricular program at SDN Wonokusumo I/40 Surabaya is conducted 

weekly, engaging students from grades 3 to 6. The program is facilitated by a professional dance 

instructor specializing in traditional East Javanese dances, particularly the Surabaya style of Remo 

dance. Each session spans approximately 90 minutes, encompassing warm-up exercises, instruction in 

basic movements, and rehearsals for performances. The primary objective of this program is to instill 

character values through the medium of traditional dance, thereby fostering cultural appreciation and 

personal development among students.  
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2. Character Values Cultivated Through Remo Dance 

Observations and interviews with educators, instructors, and students reveal that participation 

in the Remo dance extracurricular activities contributes to the development of several key character 

values. These values include discipline, responsibility, confidence, cooperation, and cultural 

appreciation. The structured nature of the dance sessions, combined with the cultural significance of 

the Remo dance, provides a conducive environment for character building.  

 

Table 1. Character Values Observed in Remo Dance Extracurricular Activities 

Character 
Value 

Description Observed Behaviors 

Discipline Adherence to practice schedules and routines Punctual attendance, consistent 

practice habits 

Responsibility Accountability for personal progress and 

group performance 

Regular practice, readiness for 

performances 

Confidence Self-assurance in performing and expressing 
oneself through dance 

Willingness to perform in front of 
peers and audiences 

Cooperation Working collaboratively with peers during 

group rehearsals and performances 

Assisting peers, synchronized 

group movements 

Cultural 

Appreciation 

Understanding and valuing traditional cultural 

expressions 

Interest in the history and 

significance of Remo dance 

 

3. Impact on Students' Personal and Social Development 

The Remo dance extracurricular program has a positive impact on students' personal and social 

development. Students report increased self-confidence, improved social skills, and a greater 

appreciation for their cultural heritage. Teachers note enhancements in students' classroom behavior, 

including increased focus and cooperation. Parents observe that their children exhibit greater 

enthusiasm for school and extracurricular activities.  

 

4. Challenges and Areas for Improvement 

Despite the program's successes, several challenges have been identified. These include limited 

resources, such as traditional costumes and musical instruments, and scheduling conflicts with other 

school activities. Additionally, some students face difficulties in mastering complex dance movements, 

necessitating differentiated instruction and additional support. 

Table 2. Challenges in Implementing Remo Dance Extracurricular Activities 

Challenge Description 

Limited Resources Insufficient traditional costumes and musical instruments 

Scheduling Conflicts Overlaps with other academic or extracurricular activities 

Varied Skill Levels Among 
Students 

Differences in students' abilities to learn and perform dance 
movements 

Need for Differentiated 

Instruction 

Requirement for tailored teaching approaches to accommodate 

diverse learners 

 

5. Recommendations for Program Enhancement 

To address the identified challenges and further enhance the effectiveness of the Remo dance 

extracurricular program, the following recommendations are proposed: 

 Resource Allocation: Secure funding or partnerships to acquire necessary costumes and 

instruments.  

 Scheduling Coordination: Collaborate with school administrators to optimize scheduling and 

minimize conflicts. 

 Differentiated Instruction: Implement teaching strategies that cater to varying skill levels, 

ensuring all students can participate meaningfully.  
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 Parental Involvement: Engage parents through informational sessions and invitations to 

performances, fostering a supportive community around the program. 

 Cultural Education: Incorporate lessons on the history and significance of Remo dance to 

deepen students' cultural understanding and appreciation. 

The Remo dance extracurricular program at SDN Wonokusumo I/40 Surabaya serves as an 

effective medium for character education, promoting values such as discipline, responsibility, 

confidence, cooperation, and cultural appreciation. While challenges exist, strategic enhancements can 

bolster the program's impact, contributing to the holistic development of students and the 

preservation of cultural heritage.  

 

Discussion 

The Remo dance extracurricular activity at SDN Wonokusumo I/40 Surabaya is one of the 

strategic efforts in instilling character values in students through a local culture-based approach. The 

implementation of this activity provides space for expression and the formation of a strong cultural 

identity for students. In the context of character education, traditional art activities such as Remo 

dance have a significant role in fostering awareness of the noble values of the nation. The Remo 

dance not only trains movement skills, but also discipline, responsibility, and cooperation between 

members. This activity is in line with the Independent Curriculum which emphasizes the importance of 

contextual learning and character strengthening (Wulansari et al., 2023). Instilling cultural values from 

an early age is an important investment to form a generation rooted in the nation's identity. Dance art 

is an effective medium because it touches affective, cognitive, and psychomotor aspects in a holistic 

manner (Budiman et al., 2020). Therefore, the existence of this activity has strong relevance in basic 

education in the era of globalization. 

Based on the results of observations and interviews, it was found that this extracurricular 

activity was effective in forming the character of discipline in students. Discipline can be seen from 

punctual attendance, obedience to follow the practice schedule, and a serious attitude in the dance 

learning process. In the context of character education, discipline is the main foundation in forming a 

strong and responsible personality (Lestari, 2024). In addition, consistent student involvement also 

shows the internalization of the value of responsibility to their roles and obligations as participants. 

The example of coaches and teachers is a supporting factor in the formation of this attitude. A 

conducive environment and respect for individual commitment help strengthen the discipline character 

of students (Solihin et al., 2024). Character formation through constantly repeated habits will form a 

positive pattern of behavior. Therefore, it can be concluded that involvement in Remo dance activities 

makes a real contribution to strengthening the value of discipline. 

The value of responsibility also appears consistently during the implementation of Remo dance 

extracurriculars. Students show seriousness in practicing, preparing costumes, and maintaining the 

dance property used. Responsibility in this context is not only personal, but also social because it 

relates to group work and common interests. Character education, according to Mustoip (2023), 

emphasizes the importance of forming individuals who are able to take responsibility for themselves 

and their environment. This is also in line with the principles of social-emotional learning that 

emphasize the importance of self-awareness and responsibility management (Suci, 2023). Through 

structured exercise, students learn that the success of a group is determined by individual 

contributions. This experience provides contextual lessons not found in conventional learning. 

Therefore, involvement in cultural arts activities such as Remo dance is an effective means of 

fostering a sense of responsibility. 

The students' confidence also increased after being involved in Remo dance activities. This can 

be seen from the courage of students to perform in public and active participation in art performances 

at school and outside of school. According to Manera & Anggraini (2023), self-confidence is an 

important component in children's social development that affects academic and non-academic 

success. Performing arts activities provide a space for self-actualization that encourages students to 
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recognize their potential. This process also teaches the importance of preparation, practice, and 

reflection on performance results. Involvement in group activities and public appearances help 

students overcome anxiety and embarrassment. Strengthening self-confidence has a positive impact 

on students' learning motivation and social participation (Sumarni et al., 2023). Therefore, traditional 

art activities such as Remo dance can be used as a pedagogical approach to build confidence 

naturally. 

Remo dance activities also strengthen the value of cooperation among students. The group 

training process requires movement synchronization, good communication, and mutual understanding 

between team members. Cooperation is one of the skills of the 21st century that is important to be 

developed from an early  age (Hanipah, 2023). In this activity, students learn that the success of a 

group is determined by the shared commitment and active role of each individual. The interpersonal 

relationships formed during the exercises strengthen solidarity and empathy among students. 

Teachers and trainers also provide space for reflection and discussion as part of strengthening the 

value of cooperation. This habituation will form a collaborative culture that is beneficial in students' 

social and academic lives (Mokalu et al., 2022). So, it can be concluded that Remo dance activities are 

a medium of character education that touches on social aspects in a real way. 

Another important aspect is the increased appreciation of local culture among students. The 

Remo dance originating from East Java is the entrance to introduce the history, values, and 

philosophy of regional culture. According to Farid (2023), multicultural education must start from 

understanding one's own culture before getting to know other cultures. Involvement in local cultural 

activities strengthens students' identity as part of the Indonesian nation which is rich in cultural 

heritage. Thus, students not only become cultural connoisseurs, but also preservationists of the noble 

values contained in it. The introduction to local cultural arts through extracurricular activities also 

strengthens a sense of pride and love for the homeland. The value of love for culture is very 

important in dealing with the influence of globalization that tends to standardize culture (Kurniawan, 

2021). Therefore, Remo dance is a strategic educational means in instilling national values and 

cultural identity in students. 

Although it provides many benefits, the implementation of Remo dance extracurricular also 

faces several challenges. The main challenges include the limitation of adequate supporting facilities 

such as costumes and traditional musical instruments. In addition, the training schedule sometimes 

clashes with other activities, making it difficult to be consistent with student attendance. According to 

Dwiputri & Anggraeni (2021), the success of character education programs is greatly influenced by 

adequate resource support. The diversity of students' abilities is also a challenge for trainers in 

developing adaptive learning strategies. Therefore, there needs to be a differentiation approach so 

that all students can develop according to their potential. Parental involvement and school support are 

essential in maintaining the sustainability of this program (Akbari & Irawan, 2023). Collaboration 

between all parties will strengthen the positive impact of activities on students. Therefore, program 

improvement needs to be carried out on an ongoing basis through evaluation and innovation. 

Overall, Remo dance extracurricular activities have a real contribution in shaping the character 

of elementary school students. This activity not only develops physical and artistic aspects, but also 

fosters noble values such as discipline, responsibility, confidence, cooperation, and love for culture. 

Character cultivation through a cultural arts approach shows its effectiveness in contextual and 

meaningful learning. This shows that character education does not always have to be theoretical, but 

can be done practically through real activities. The success of this program inspires other schools to 

develop similar models according to their local potential. In line with the vision of national education, 

strengthening character through cultural arts is one of the strategies to form a superior and globally 

competitive generation. Therefore, integrating local cultural values in school activities is an important 

step towards holistic education. Remo dance activities are a concrete example of the synergy between 

character education and the preservation of local culture (Ministry of Education and Culture, 2020). 
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CONCLUSION 

Based on the results of the research and discussion, it can be concluded that the extracurricular 

activities of Remo dance at SDN Wonokusumo I/40 Surabaya make a significant contribution to the 

formation of local character values of elementary school students. Through active involvement in 

dance practices and performances, students show progress in aspects of discipline, responsibility, 

confidence, cooperation, and love for the local culture. Remo dance is not only a medium for local 

cultural preservation, but also an effective vehicle for contextual and meaningful character education. 

These character values are formed naturally through the process of habituation, example, and social 

interaction in the environment of extracurricular activities. In addition, this activity also encourages 

the growth of cultural awareness among students, strengthens cultural identity, and forms a sense of 

pride in the nation's cultural heritage. The implementation of Remo dance as part of the non-formal 

learning strategy in primary schools shows high relevance to the Independent Curriculum which 

emphasizes strengthening local character and wisdom. Despite several obstacles such as limited 

facilities and time, the enthusiasm of students and support from teachers and trainers was able to 

maintain the quality of the implementation of activities. Thus, Remo dance extracurricular activities 

have proven to be effective as a pedagogical approach in shaping the character of cultural love in 

elementary school students. 
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